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The Kids
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Community members often state that our young people leave the area upon graduation and, while
many of them do and experience amazing adventures, this publication shows that after educational
achievements, after travel adventures and after several years of working in other towns and cities, a vast
majority of Smithereens return home. This publication features 12 young adults who represent the high
percentage of “Kids that Come Back”.
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Taylor Bachrach
Mayor of Smithers

One measure of a small community’s long-term success is its ability to attract young people back to raise
their families and pursue their careers. As the stories in this publication show, Smithers has done well in
this regard. Our stunning natural landscape, abundant amenities and diverse economy make returning
here an increasingly attractive proposition. Thank you to the Smithers District Chamber of Commerce
for highlighting this encouraging trend.
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It was an inspiring adventure to be involved with meeting and talking to the youth of Smithers who left
home for various reasons: education, travel, independence and world experiences, and yet even more
inspiring for the bright future of Smithers, was to learn their reasons for moving home.
Lifestyle was the key word. All the young adults featured in this publication led full, productive lives and
performed demanding work in the cities. All are well-educated and dedicate their energies to important work.
They’re professionals, businesspeople and service providers - they’ve traveled the world and they’re back!
They’re back to enjoy the luxury of living their lives in a community that is strong, vibrant and values
family. They’re back for the great outdoors. They’re fit, fun and focused on contributing to a place they feel
privileged to have been raised in.
They’re all extremely proud of their community and what it offers in recreational activities, rich culture and
a safe, secure environment to work and raise their families. Plus, having suffered time-impoverishment in
other places they’ve lived and worked, they now find that the very nature of Smithers’ size allows them the
time to do the things they like: walk to work; play in the mountains; hike the trails and meet a broad network
of like-minded, active Valley people who share the same interests, whether it’s listening to multiple Juno /
Latin Grammy Award winner Alex Cuba at a local coffee house or skiing the top-to-town trail after a powder
day. They join the many amenity migrants finding their way to our community to enjoy all it has to offer.
Our young, entrepreneurial adults are the key strengths of our community as we look to the future, and
we’re happy to give them a warm welcome home.
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“I moved
back
because
of the
lifestyle
and the
Valley
being such
a great
place to
raise kids.”

Dan

Imhof

came back!

Dan Imhof, while born in Switzerland, moved to Smithers at the age of four where he learned to play soccer
on fields surrounded by the majestic beauty of Hudson Bay Mountain. After graduation he attended the
University of Victoria and was a key player on the university’s soccer team. His soccer career includes
the Swiss Super League from 1999-2000; the Swiss Challenge League in 2001-02; and the German
Football League from 2005-08. As of November 2009 he earned a total of 36 caps representing
Canada in 13 FIFA World Cup qualification matches and also played at the 2001 Confederations
Cup. After his dedication to playing soccer abroad, Dan moved back to Smithers where he
purchased a successful sporting goods store that now operates as Dan’s Source for Sports.
Dan is a committed community member involved in soccer training for youth and has lobbied
for improved field playing conditions to ensure young players’ safety on the field. You can
meet Dan in his store by following the red brick tiles down Smithers’ vibrant Main Street.....
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When Robin Rowell was away from Smithers she led a fast paced life completing her BSc in Biology and
Chemistry at UNBC from 1996 to 2001 and then moved on to UBC where she completed her Pharmacy
Degree. With all her practicums and summer work experience, Robin had the opportunity to live all over
BC. Summers in Fort St. John, a winter in the Kootenays and 5 years in Vancouver. It was there that she
realized that home was where her heart was and she couldn’t think of settling anywhere else
but Smithers. Family was a large reason for moving back as her children are 3rd generation
Smithereens. Having her parents and husband’s parents close — plus countless aunts,
uncles and cousins nearby — is wonderful for the children. Robin enjoys an active lifestyle,
loves skiing and biking and really believes we are spoiled here. Plus there’s opportunities
for almost any sport her children want to partake in. Finally, her career. She never
once had to worry about finding a job here in Smithers once she graduated. There is
always a need for people who are enthusiastic about working in the north.

Robin

Rowell

came back!

“Family
connections – it’s
so good for my
children.”
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“Smithers
gave us the
opportunity
to open COB
Bikeshop dedicated
to the sport
and culture
of mountain
biking.”

Gabe

Newman

came back!

Gabe spent a year travelling Europe after graduating from Smithers Secondary in 1997. Even after seeing
Europe’s scenic sights and later travelling through West Africa and Central America, she’s still blown away
with the majestic, mountainous beauty of the Bulkley Valley. “It’s one of the main reasons I returned here
to work as a physiotherapist at Alpine Physiotherapy. My husband and I are really into mountain
biking and we wanted to play a part in the growth and development of the mountain biking scene
in Smithers. We have an amazing group of young, active friends who dedicate time and energy
to the creation and maintenance of new and existing trails—most just minutes away from
downtown. In April of 2008 we opened COB Bike Shop dedicated to this thriving recreational
activity. One thing that really surprised me, since moving back, is the cultural variety and
quality of our musicians and performing artists. I thought I’d miss that part of city life but
the productions I’ve seen here are awesome. We made the right choice in moving back.
6

Jayson graduated in 1996 and left the valley to explore the world. Travelling to Central and South America,
Australia, Indonesia, the South Pacific, Japan and biking New Zealand gave Jayson valuable life experiences
and the ability to make some excellent choices about how he wanted to live his life. He attended Camousin
College in Victoria and started in banking in 1999. After several years working in major centres, marrying
Julie (a certified holistic health professional), and having their son (and now a daughter), Jayson wanted
to provide his childen with the privilege of being raised in a community with exceptional outdoor
recreational opportunities and exceptional people. “I knew I wanted to come back and live my life
in Smithers and while I have great memories of a wonderful small town with many things to do,
since coming home my expectations have been exceeded. The town offers incredible amenities:
two golf courses, a world-class ski hill, an aquatic centre and endless outdoor activities —
important for an avid cross-country skier, biker and hiker.” As well, Jayson is really impressed
with the rich cultural community and the calibre of local entertainers. As the Training
Coordinator for Central Mountain Air, Jayson meets many new residents, as happy as he, to
have chosen Smithers as their home.

Jayson Chaplin

came back!

“I moved back 100% for
family, the environment and
the mountains.”
7
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“We are
constantly
complimented
on our creative
ideas and unique
approach to our
work, and I give
credit to living
here, outside the
mainstream.”
~ Sarah’s husband, Alex Cuba, is a Latin Grammy
/Juno Award winning Cuban-Canadian singer-songwriter.

Sarah Puentes

came back!

Sarah was born in Smithers but grew up mostly in Vancouver and Terrace. However, while growing up,
summers were always spent here at the family cabin on Lake Kathlyn. Later Sarah would come to Smithers
to work for the family business, Goodacre’s Super-Valu, during breaks while attending university. Sarah
was married shortly after completing her degree and moved to her husband, Alex Puentes’ country of
origin, Cuba. Later the couple moved to Victoria, BC for four years before deciding to move to Smithers to
raise their children. It was good for the couple because they would enjoy support from family and a place
they could enjoy family life while managing their small, but growing, business in the music industry. It has
been 10 years that the Puentes’ have lived in Smithers and they find it is very stable for them emotionally
and economically. Their free time is surrounded by nature and they are still able to travel with
relative ease, flying to business meetings etc. The most interesting thing that crosses their
minds when they contemplate that —for Alex’s music career—it may be beneficial to live in
a bigger centre, is that they are constantly complimented on their creative ideas and unique
approach to their work and they credit that to living here, outside the mainstream. For that,
and many reasons, they are happy with their choice to live in Smithers.
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You could hear the BUZZ around town when the news hit that Dan Hamhuis was picked to suit up for
Team Canada at the 2014 Sochi Winter Olympics. His hometown supporters are already immensely proud
of Dan and his successes. He’s come a long way from his Smithers’ Storm days, winning both gold and
silver medals in World Championships; marking his NHL debut for the Nashville Predators and, in 2011,
his first year with the Vancouver Canucks, helping his new team to the Stanley Cup Finals. While
Dan left home at age 15 in pursuit of his hockey career, he’s now back in the valley in his off-season
with the Canucks, enjoying time with his wife and three daughters at their lakefront home and
property. Dan is a major contributor to local initiatives and has been a generous supporter
of the town’s second ice arena. In summer you can often spot Dan helping out other
Smithers NHL hopefuls in a good old game of street hockey. “Today it is the place I enjoy
coming back to in the off seasons to relax and prepare for another hockey season. ”

Dan Hamhuis

came back!

“I am very
proud to be
from the
Bulkley Valley
and represent
our province.
Growing up
in Smithers
gave me the
upbringing
and tools I
needed to be
successful.”
9
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“I’d say with experience:
Take the risk
– it’s worth it!”

Cormac Hikisch

came back!

Cormac, now the Health Services Administrator with Northern Health at the Bulkley Valley Regional
Hospital, spent his entire youth in the valley with teenage successes including winning the Team CrossCountry Running High School Provincials two years in a row. After graduation in 1992, Cormac left Quick
and Smithers to pursue competitive alpine ski racing and then post-secondary education at UBC. Holding
two degrees, one a Masters in Business Administration, allowed Cormac and his wife, Andrea, a
teacher, to take the risk and quit their Vancouver jobs because of their desire to move to Smithers.
“Many of us had to move away to work, learn, and travel the world (Cormac has visited every
continent except Antartica) in order to truly appreciate the opportunities this area provides: the
rivers, the mountains, the diversity, the people, and the culture. Where else can you leave
work, meet up with a group of friends to go cross-country skiing on groomed, lit trails,
and still be home in time for dinner and to tuck in the kids?” Cormac and his wife find the
area provides the ideal lifestyle to raise their two small children. “Everything we want to
do is easily accessible and everything we want to do is affordable.”
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When Kim graduated from Smithers Secondary School, she couldn’t leave Smithers fast enough. “I was
never going to come back,” she said. “I was sure that I would live in a city for the rest of my life and that was
that.” But never say never — five years ago Kim moved back to be closer to her family, spend
more time in the mountains, and to be more connected to her community. Since returning, she
has found full-time permanent employment, has met her partner Mike and volunteers for a
number of organizations. “My life is more satisfying here,” she said, “and it allows me to spend
my time in more meaningful ways. I could see the mountains from my office in Vancouver,
but it was getting harder and harder to get to them. In Smithers, I can be hiking, biking or
snowshoeing in a fraction of the time it took in Vancouver. I now have the time to do the
things that really matter to me.”

Kim Struthers

came back!

“I could see the
mountains from
my office in
Vancouver
...but it was
getting harder
and harder to
get to them.”
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“Fishing.
And lots of it.”

Niomi Mio

came back!

Niomi left Smithers after graduation in 1993 to attend Malaspina College. To Niomi, the
move home and the reason why can be wrapped up in one word: Lifestyle.
“In Smithers you have affordable housing, affordable recreation and the time to do the
things you like, even with a hectic, challenging career.”
Another one word reason for Niomi coming home is “fishing—and lots of it”.
Niomi is an avid angler and when she isn’t working she can be found on any of the
surrounding rivers wetting a line. Niomi is a successful realtor at Calderwood Realty.
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DJ graduated high school in 1995 and then left home to attend the University of Alberta
obtaining his Bachelor of Arts in Economics. After university, DJ worked overseas in London,
England for a year at an investment bank and then moved to Vancouver and worked for a couple of
different technology companies. DJ found he wanted the best of both worlds, to use his education
to pursue a successful business career and to live in a community that provided a healthy lifestyle.
Feeling time-impoverished in the city, moving to Smithers and home was DJ’s logical choice.
“You can be on the first tee at the golf course within 10 minutes of finishing work or be on the
mountain’s chairlift within twenty minutes of leaving town. In April you can even do both in
the same day”.
DJ believes that Smithers is the perfect town to start raising a family in, and loves the fact
that it has provided him the opportunity to have a successful business.

DJ Mio

came back!

“You can be
on the first
tee at the golf
course within
10 minutes of
finishing work
or be on the
mountain’s
chairlift within
twenty minutes
of leaving town.”
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“Moving
here is an
investment
in yourself.”

Dawn Hanson

came back!

“Smithers is big enough to have opportunities, yet small enough to be manageable”, says Dawn Hanson
— a regional facilitator for BC Healthy Communities and BC Healthy Living Alliance—who moved back
home with partner, Matthew, in 2007. After being away since 1993 and earning a degree at SFU, Dawn
was working in community development and food security in Vancouver but has found working in this
region she is more able to see the results and positive change that her programs provide.
Not only does Dawn support regional capacity building, she’s also a flight attendant
for Hawkair.
“Variety in job opportunities, richness of lifestyle, slower pace, natural amenities
and affordable housing” are reasons this area was attractive to Dawn. Throw in a
commitment to family and you have the equation for a really balanced life.
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When you hear a man that’s traveled the world racking up drilling adventures in Panama,
Peru, New Guinea, Korea, Argentina and Bolivia say, “there’s no place like home”, you tend to
lend an ear.
Paul graduated from Smithers Secondary School in 1987 and left soon after to seek
world experiences which included meeting Kerry Lee, whom he married, and together
moved back to Smithers. In this mineral and resource-rich area Paul and his partner,
John Shorter, felt it was an ideal time and place to start their own drilling business
– Driftwood Diamond Drilling.
Here in Smithers, back home again, Paul has found business success and a place
to pursue after-work passions like skiing, fishing and hiking.

Paul Nessman

came back!

“I came back to
start a business and,
in partnership
with John Shorter,
operate a successful
drilling company”
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Sarah left Smithers after graduation to attend university. In Vancouver she attained a Bachelor of
Science in Computer Science degree and worked at MDA, a technology company for six years. MDA is
a global communications and information company providing operational solutions to commercial
and government organizations worldwide. This challenging and rewarding work took Sarah to many
locations around the world.
After having children, the Bulkley Valley became irresistible for its lifestyle opportunities and
affordable valley life which has allowed Sarah to be a stay-at-home parent and enjoy activities
with the kids. You’ll find them out in the canoes on Rivers Day and at various times hiking
the backcountry.
Sarah is an accomplished dancer and is able to enjoy adult dance classes with excellent
instructors right here at the Creative Roots Performing Arts Studios. She also
appreciates the excellent restaurants and shopping in Smithers.

Sarah Sacharoff

came back!

“It’s irresistible for its
lifestyle opportunities
and affordable
valley life.”
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